
Billy Wayne Emde
May 11, 1931 - April 27, 2010

Billy Wayne Emde, passed to his eternal reward on Tuesday, April 27, 2010 in
Searcy, at the age 78. He was born May 11, 1931 in Bald Knob, Arkansas the
son of Raymond and Irene (Shearer) Emde. The parents and one other son,
Raymond D. Emde, were farmers at Bald Knob. 

 Billy attended public schools at Bald Knob where he graduated in 1951. In
high school, he was all district and all state football player, playing right guard
and was the first player in the history of the school, at that time, to make all
state. 

 He enlisted in the U.S. Navy and served aboard the ship, 230 U.S. Rockwell
for two years and then was assigned to the U.S. Navy Base in Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba. Just prior to his assignment there, while at home on leave, he
married Wanda Munger on December 26, 1952, the daughter of Elvin and
Katy (White) Munger. They then went to Cuba where they lived for eighteen
months. In November 1955, he began working for the Arkansas National
Guard as an administrative specialist. Billy was the first NCO from the
Arkansas National Guard in 1974 to attend the United States Army Sergeants
Major Academy in Ft. Bliss, Texas. When he was discharged at the age of 60,
he had obtained the rank of Chief Warrant Officer, W-4. 
Billy was a very community minded person in which he rendered substantial
aid to the community. He was a Boy Scout Leader and a registered Girl Scout
Volunteer for many years. He was a former Chamber of Commerce President,
White County Credit Union President and was Treasurer for the Shady Grove



Cemetery in Bald Knob. Active in the Lion's Club, he served as
secretary/treasurer for several years. Billy and his wife were members of the
Bald Knob Church of Christ, where he taught Bible classes for over 35 years
and served as treasurer. 
Billy was named Bald Knob's Citizen of the Year for 2006. Billy helped many
families in time of need and served as an Ombudsman Volunteer visiting
those in nursing homes without family. In 2007, he worked hard on the Save
Our School fund in Bald Knob, putting forth every effort to safeguard the
interest of the Bald Knob public education. He was also a member of the Bald
Knob Public Education Foundation. 

 His word was his bond and he lived an honest and honorable life, coming from
one of the pioneer families of White County, who like himself were numbered
among our best citizens. 

 He is survived by his wife, Wanda (Munger) Emde; 2 daughters, Kathy and
her husband Gary Lawson and Joy and her husband Mike Casey; 2
grandchildren, Christian "Chris" and wife Lisa Lawson and Raelyn Lawson. 
A memorial service will be held at Powell Funeral Home on Saturday, May 1,
2010 at 10:00 a.m. Visitation will be on Friday from 5-8 p.m. at the funeral
home. Interment will be in the Shady Grove Cemetery by Powell Funeral
Home, Bald Knob-Judsonia. 
Memorials may be made to the Shady Grove Cemetery - P.O. Box 278 - Bald
Knob, Arkansas 72010. On line condolences can be sent to the Emde Family
at www.powellfuneralhome.net.
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April 30, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Christian, you and your family have my deepest sympathies on your
loss.I will keep you all in my prayers. May the angels comfort you all
during this difficult time.

April 30, 2010 at 12:00 AM

No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what
God has prepared for those who love Him. I Corinthians 2:9 

  
The journey into God's presence requires a departure, and that
brings sorrow for those who remain. But what joy to think of Mr.
Emde's arrival into the very arms of a loving Heavenly Father.
Please know that I am praying for all of you during this time. May
God comfort you and fill your hearts with His peace in the days and
weeks ahead. In His love.....

April 30, 2010 at 12:00 AM

We are so sorry for your loss and extend to you and your family our
deep and heartfelt sympathy. We wish for you comfort and peace
during this difficult time.

April 30, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Ms. Wanda and family, so sorry to hear about your loss. Mother had
told me Billy Wayne was sick the last time I saw her. My thoughts
and prayers go with you at this time.
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April 30, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Thinking of you and your family. I remember foldly my Boy Scout
days with Bill as our leader. We had many good times and learned a
lot. He was a good man, husband and father. Please accept my
most sincere condolences on your loss. God bless you all.

April 30, 2010 at 12:00 AM

To Christian and the Emde family - I didn't know Mr Emde, but have
heard lots of wonderful things about him from his grandson
Christian. From reading his obituary, it seems he was a wonderful
person and definitely seemed to have a very deep and positive
impact on Christian. I am sure he will be missed not only by the
family but in the Bald Knob community as well. May God give you
strength and peace during this difficult time. Blessings, Gigi Taylor,
UT Emerg Dept, Knoxville.

April 29, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Mr. Emde holds a special place in my heart. He was a wonderful
man. He will be missed. I pray for comfort and peace for you during
this time.

Girl Scouts - April 29, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Girl Scouts - Diamonds is very saddened to hear of the loss of Mr.
Emde. The Emdes are very dear to our hearts, and Mr. Bill will be
greatly missed! Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family.
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April 29, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Thinking of you during this time. Mr.Emde was such a special
person to me. I remember how kind and caring he was to everyone.
Both Mr. and Mrs Emde, always made me feel so special. I loved
going to their home. 

 Jo Ann

April 29, 2010 at 12:00 AM

A great friend and coworker of my father's. I was proud and
privelaged to have know Bill.

April 29, 2010 at 12:00 AM

I AM SO SORRY FOR YOUR LOSS-IT SEEMS AS IS I HAVE
KNOWN THE EMDEE'S ALL MY LIFE. I AM THINKING OF you,

April 29, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Christian, I will hold you & your family close to my heart. Many
prayers for you during this difficult time. Your family at UT will keep
you in our thoughts.

April 29, 2010 at 12:00 AM

I was so sorry to hear about Mr.Emde. I am praying for comfort that
only God can give all of you at this time. I have such great
memories of your family. He was a wonderful man and he made a
difference in the many lives that he touched.


