
James Staggs
December 1, 1938 - September 15, 2011

James Wayne Staggs, 72, of Bald Knob, died Thursday, September 15, 2011.
Born December 1, 1938 in Bald Knob, he was the son of the late Floyd Staggs
and Lorene Patterson Staggs. He graduated from Bald Knob High School, the
University of Central Arkansas (Arkansas State Teacher's College), and the
University of Memphis and spent 33 years in the field of education. He began
his coaching career at Heber Springs Public Schools in 1961, and then
coached at Searcy and Hughes. In 1971, James became junior high principal
before becoming superintendent of schools at Waldron. He went to Clarksville
as superintendent of schools in 1981. He returned home to Bald Knob as
superintendent in 1986. In 1990, he became director of the Wilbur D. Mills
Educational Co-op. Later, he worked as an educational consultant for then-
governor Bill Clinton. In 1992, he retired from education and spent his time on
the family cattle farm and enjoying golf with his wife Linda and friends. 
After seventeen years of retirement, James was asked by the State
Department of Education to return as superintendent of schools after the Bald
Knob school system was declared in fiscal distress in 2007. He co-chaired the
community effort which successfully saved the school system from
consolidation. 
He was an avid sports fan. He lettered four years in football at ASTC. He
enjoyed watching the Bald Knob Bulldogs, UCA Bears, and Arkansas
Razorbacks football teams. He was past president of the Arkansas
Association of Educational Administrators and the Arkansas School Plant



Management Association. He served on the board of Citizens State Bank and
was named Citizen of the Year in Bald Knob in 2008. He was an active
member of Central Baptist Church where he taught the Coffee Shop Sunday
School class. 
James is survived by his wife of fifty-one years, Linda Fitzhugh Staggs; his
daughter Dana Troutt and her husband Kelley, of Wesley; his son James
Wayne Staggs, Jr. (Jay) and his wife Trisha, of El Dorado. He was lovingly
known as Pops to his four grandchildren—Amanda Lee Jones, Laura
Elizabeth Jones, Hannah Sue Dull, and Kaleb Everette Dull. He is also
survived by his brother Dale Staggs and his wife Cheryl, of Batesville, and a
host of extended family and friends. He was preceded in death by his parents,
Floyd and Lorene, his brother Eugene Staggs, his sister Betty McGee. 
Visitation will be at Powell Funeral Home in Bald Knob on Saturday from 4 to
7 P.M. Funeral services will be held at Central Baptist Church on Sunday,
September 18 at 2 P.M. Active pallbearers are Doug Stelly, Glen Reed, Larry
Kirscher, Tim Fix, Wendell Nier, Eugene Steward, Terry Staggs and Jamie
McAnelly. Honorary pallbearers are the Bald Knob Public Schools students
and staff, and the members of the Coffee Shop Sunday School class.
Memorials may be made to the Bald Knob Public Education Foundation for
the James and Linda Staggs Scholarship Fund, or Central Baptist Church of
Bald Knob. Arrangements entrusted to Powell Funeral Home Bald Knob-
Judsonia. www.powellfuneralhome.net
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Brenda Smith - March 29, 2013 at 02:11 PM

I only had a school year to work with Coach Staggs but remember
him as a kind man and a good coach/friend to the kids. Sorry for
your loss.

Mark and julie pate and family - March 29, 2013 at 02:11 PM

James was a hard working and respected man. A defender of
education. He will be missed. Our prayers go out to the family. 
 
Mark and Julie Pate and family

Donna Eldridge Rasco - March 29, 2013 at 02:11 PM

So sorry for your loss of Staggs. He was one of the good guys! You
and your family are in our thoughts an prayers. 
Donna Eldridge Rasco
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David & Susan Parker - March 29, 2013 at 02:11 PM

Mrs. Staggs, Dana, & Jay, 
  

Mr. Staggs was a friend and caring mentor. I could always seek his
advice with the confidence that he would give a caring and honest
answer. A friend in need is a friend in deed. I thank God for putting
him in our lives. 

  
Please know that our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time
and in the future. 

  
Love in Christ, 

  
David & Susan Parker

Marilyn Eldridge Braswell - March 29, 2013 at 02:11 PM

Dear Linda Lee and Family; sorry to read of your husband's death in
yesterdays paper. He was a great asset to his hometown. I know
you all are very proud of him. May the Lord hold you all in his arms
and comfort you during this time of sorrow. Marilyn and James
Braswell

Jerry and Bertie Yates - March 29, 2013 at 02:11 PM

James was one of the best men I Know he will be greatly missed. I
enjoyed working with him his wisdom intrigued me.James we love
you
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Charlotte Chism Wicks - March 29, 2013 at 02:11 PM

Mrs. Staggs, 
 I remember Coach Staggs' work in the church with the youth while

he was at Hughes--I'll always remember him as a fine Christian. He
will be greatly missed by many. My prayers are with you at this time.

Bruce and Tonja Mason - March 29, 2013 at 02:11 PM

Mr. Staggs was a great man. We both graduated in 1987 from Bald
Knob. He was well respected and liked by the students. Bald Knob's
loss is Heaven's gain.

Mike Wallace - March 29, 2013 at 02:11 PM

I just would like to say how much I respected Mr. Stagg's and what
he has done for Bald Knob schools and the community. Without his
leadership during the 'crisis' the outcome could have been different.
Just thankful I got to know him more on the golf course and always
enjoyed our visits. I'll sure miss him and he was a great role model
for all of us.


