Richard Allison (Coach) "Dick"
Johnson, Jr.

February 17, 1925 - February 5, 2021

Richard Allison (Coach) "Dick" Johnson, Jr., 95, of Searcy passed away from
natural causes, old age and a worn out body on Friday, February 5, 2021 at
home, surrounded by his immediate family. Coach was born February 17,
1925 in Nashville, Tennessee to the late Richard A. Johnson, Sr. and Gladys
Posey Johnson.

Coach Johnson was a member of West Side Church of Christ in Searcy. He
was a veteran of WWII, serving in the U.S. Army while stationed in New
Guinea and the South West Pacific. A native of Memphis, Tennessee, Coach
was outstanding in football, basketball, baseball, track, and a Golden Glove
Mid-South boxing champion while attending Whitehaven High School.

Coach Johnson graduated from Harding College in 1960 before moving to
Georgia, where he coached high school football, girls’ basketball and baseball
for nine years. In the spring of 1966 Coach Johnson’s Dykes High School
Colts won the AAA Georgia High School State Championship. Coach Johnson
was voted the Georgia High School “Coach of the Year”. In 1969, he returned
to his alma mater, Harding College where he was a teacher, offensive line
coach in football and head baseball coach for 20 years until 1989. After a
career 289 wins at Harding, Coach Johnson was rewarded with a flagpole
being erected at Jerry Moore Field in his honor and a bronze plaque in the
grandstands, presented by Harding University Chancellor Emeritus, Clifton L.



Ganus, Jr., on April 6, 2019 which read: Dick Johnson, a native of Memphis,
Tennessee, graduated from Harding College in 1960. He returned to his alma
mater in 1969 and became Harding’s head baseball coach and assistant
football coach. Johnson coached the baseball team until 1989 and compiled
289 wins. In 1984, Coach Johnson was named AIC Coach of the Year and
NAIA District 17 Coach of the Year. Under his leadership Bison Baseball
accolades include: 1984 AIC Champions, 1985 NAIA District 17 Champions
and 1986 NAIA District 17 Participants. Coach Johnson served in the United
States Army during WWII in New Guinea in the South West Pacific. Because
of his service to God and country the flagpole at Jerry Moore Field is
dedicated in his honor on this date, April 6, 2019. His records are many; his
influence on the lives of young men is immeasurable.

PaPa was an avid hunter, fisherman and golfer and enjoyed many hours
sharing these experiences with his wife, children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. He was a loving husband, father, father-in-law, grandfather,
great-grandfather, brother, uncle, and friend to many and will be dearly
missed.

Dick is preceded in death by one daughter, Nancy Johnson Ratliff and one
grandson, Brian Luke Johnson; two sisters; and one brother. Left to cherish
his memory is his wife of over 73 years, Joyce Springer Johnson, one son, Bill
Johnson (Betty); one son-in-law, Gregg Ratliff (Janet) all of Searcy; also
grandchildren, Jason Ratliff (Christine) of New York, Brandon Johnson (Kristy)
of Beebe, Heather Turner of Tennessee, Mary Lynch of Kentucky; and Brett
Ratliff of Missouri. PaPa was blessed with 10 great-grandchildren.

A visitation will be held at Powell Funeral Home in Searcy on Monday,
February 8, 2021 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. A graveside service will be held at
White County Memorial Gardens on Tuesday, February 9, 2021 at 2:00 p.m.
The family is requesting that mask be worn and social distancing practiced. In



lieu of flowers the family request memorials be made to the Ghana West
Africa Fund c/o West Side Church of Christ, 702 W. Center Ave., Searcy, AR
72143 or the ALS Association (Lou Gehrig Disease), 1950 Craig Rd., Suite
200, St. Louis, Mo 63416. Arrangements entrusted to Powell Funeral Home,
Searcy. www.powellfuneralhome.net.



Previous Events
Visitation

FEB 8. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Powell Funeral Home & Cremation Services (Searcy)
2602 W. Beebe-Capps Expy

Searcy, AR 72143

(501) 268-7220

searcy@powellfuneralhome.net
https://www.powellfuneralhome.net/

Graveside Service

FEB 9. 2:00 PM (CT)

White County Memorial Gardens
Eastline Road
Searcy, AR 72143


mailto:searcy@powellfuneralhome.net
https://www.powellfuneralhome.net/

Tribute Wall

Powell Funeral Home & Cremation Services created a Tribute Video
in memory of Richard Allison (Coach) "Dick" Johnson, Jr.

Powell Funeral Home & Cremation Services - February 08, 2021 at 04:56 PM

One of the kindest men | ever met. Loved the times he would come
down and visit with me after | umpired one of Hardings ball game. A
true kind spirt. A special man. Our loss is Heavens gain.

mike Chandler - February 22, 2021 at 11:09 AM

We have lost a good SOUL, A MAN of character Love,
Compassion, Mentor , Man Of GOD words.. | will miss him. Rest In
Peace .Dear Friend.

Mary K. Sizemore - February 09, 2021 at 04:29 PM
On one of our visits to Searcy, we saw Coach Johnson and with
tears in his eyes, he apologized to us for some things that
happened to us at Downtown Church. He was a very good man.

Mark & Linda Pugh.

linda pugh - February 08, 2021 at 07:35 PM



I will never forget Coach Johnson's sweet act of kindness on one
hot July afternoon. My children and | were moving in next door to
the Johnsons. Several family members were preparing the ground
in the back yard for an above ground pool. It was very hot and
sweaty work! We were in the midst of the job, when Coach
Johnson, in a notable neighborly fashion, walked over and gifted
each of us with a Fla Vor Ice frozen treat! What an appropriate,
timely, and appreciated blessing!

Lolita Meredith - February 08, 2021 at 01:06 PM

This man is a legend in MANY ways! The world would be a better
place if more folks were like Dick Johnson! | think if | could live my
life over | would find myself a Dick Johnson wannabe! The Berry
family!

Larry Berry - February 08, 2021 at 09:55 AM

Thanks so much Larry for your kind words. Glad you got to spend
some time with him. Wish Jana and the boys could have been as
blessed. Bill and Betty

Bill and Betty Johnson - February 25, 2021 at 04:18 AM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Richard Allison (Coach) "Dick" Johnson,
Jr..

February 07, 2021 at 08:38 PM


https://www.powellfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.powellfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

